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Curriculum and Program Review Committee
Report to Academic Council

at its meeting of April 20, 2004
For Approval
1. Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice Bridge Program for College Diploma Applicants 
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that Academic Council approve the proposed advanced entry program for the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice program for graduates of college programs in Police Foundations and Law and Security Administration.
Rationale:
The University of Ontario Institute of Technology is charged by its enabling legislation to break down barriers between university and college study in Ontario. This program offers graduates of the specified college programs to enter a bridging program which recognizes the learning achieved by college graduates, offering these graduates a route to entering the a specialization in Criminology and Justice (Please note the change in nomenclature resulting from Consent Agenda Item # 1).

Admission requirements and program maps are included in Appendix A. The learning outcomes and course descriptions are unchanged.

2. Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Social Policy Program with Specializations in Evaluation Research and Technology Policy
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that Academic Council approve a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Social Policy with two specializations: Evaluation Research and Technology Policy.
Rationale:

The program in Social Policy is an interdisciplinary undergraduate degree in the applied social sciences. This program provides strong preparation for students who are interested in social policy and administration in the private and public sectors. This program will draw on disciplinary strengths in sociology, political science, geography, philosophy, psychology and economics to give students a multidisciplinary integrated background that is specifically directed at an appreciation and mastery of social policy.

The proposal is attached as Appendix B. The business plan is attached as Appendix B1.
3. New Specializations for the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice Program
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that Academic Council approve two new specializations for the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice program: Police Studies and Correctional Studies.
Rationale:

The proposed Police Studies Specialization will allow students who wish to seek a career in law enforcement to obtain a degree with more content specific to policing. It will meet the rapidly increasing demand within the law enforcement community for university graduates will the advanced knowledge and skills require for a career in law enforcement. This specialization would also act as a precursor to law school. (Please note the change in nomenclature resulting from Consent Agenda Item #1).

Similarly, the Correctional Studies Specialization is designed to meet the growing need for university graduates with advanced knowledge and skills in the corrections industry.

The proposal is attached as Appendix C. The business plan is attached as Appendix C1.
4. Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Honours) Registered Nursing and Practical Nursing Post-Diploma Programs
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

a) that Academic Council approve the proposed Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Honours) Registered Nursing Post-Diploma program and; 
b) that Academic Council approve the proposed Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Honours) Practical Nursing Post-Diploma program. 
Rationale:

The Faculty plans to initiate these post-diploma programs as a pilot projects. The Registered Nursing post-diploma program is designed to meet the current demand from Registered Nurses who wish to update their credentials to the baccalaureate level and is in response to demand from local nurses and employers of nurses. Future plans for the program, upon successful evaluation of the pilot project, include expansion of the program via distance learning to nurses across Canada and internationally.

Like the RN post-diploma program, the Practical Nursing post-diploma program is designed to meet the current demand from Practical Nurses who wish to update their credentials to the baccalaureate level and is in response to demand from local nurses and employers of nurses. UOIT may be able to take advantage of a new government funding initiative for development of this program. Like the post-diploma program for Registered Nurses, the program might be expanded after its pilot phase to include distance learning to nurses across Canada and around the world. Bridging courses for the PN program and electives will be available in January 2005, the full post-diploma programs for RN and PN will start in September 2005. 
The proposal is attached as Appendix D. The business plan is attached as Appendix D1.
5. Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours) Program
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that Academic Council approve the proposed Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours) program with a specialization in Health Information Management.
Rationale:

This program provides an opportunity for individuals interested in careers or further education in diverse disciplines within the health sector. The program blends courses from health sciences, science, business and the liberal arts. The program was designed after discussion with academic and industry experts with a view to meeting the needs for knowledge, skills and professional qualifications.
After completing the first two years of the program, students may apply for a specialization in Health Information Management, where the focus will be on the technology for collection, maintenance and analysis of health-related information.

The proposal is attached as Appendix E. The business plan is attached as Appendix E1.
6. Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Forensic Science
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that Academic Council approve the proposed Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Forensic Science.

Rationale:

Forensic Science is an emerging interdisciplinary area of science that also includes areas of social science, and involves the use of scientific principles to analyze evidence for legal investigations. The program provides a strong scientific base in biology and chemistry in the early years, and forensic course in the upper years, with the possibility of selecting one of the different scientific specializations. The Faculty of Science intends to create an advisory committee compiled of members of the forensic science profession, agencies of provincial and federal government as well as police organizations to offer support and advice for the further development of this program.
The proposed is attached as Appendix F. The business plan is attached as Appendix F1.

For Discussion

1. Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours) Program
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee reviewed and recommended for consideration by Academic Council a proposed Bachelor of Information Technology (Honours) program with three specializations: Networking; Information Technology Security; and Video Game Development and Entrepreneurship. The Business Plan in support of the proposal was not available before the April 6th meeting of the Executive Committee. The proposal is included here for discussion and will come back to the May meeting of Academic Council once the Executive Committee has had a chance to consider the Business Plan.
Based on information from the Information Technology Association of Canada (ITAC), information technology is one of the fastest growing professions, not only in Canada, but internationally. One of the problems facing the industry is the lack of professional accreditation. The IT field requires university graduates who have the necessary education and skills. This program offers long-term career opportunities.
The Faculty of Business and Information Technology intends to prepare graduates to meet the challenge of the ever changing IT fields and job market demands, and to provide them with technological, entrepreneurial, and communications skills required in the IT workplace.

The proposal is attached as Appendix G. The business plan is attached as Appendix G1.
For Consent

(A consent agenda item is deemed to be approved unless, prior to the commencement of a meeting, one or more members of Council advise the Chair of a request to discuss it.)

1. Program Name Change: Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice
The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Integrated Justice Studies be changed to Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and Justice.
Rationale:

The current name (Integrated Justice Studies) does not reflect the true nature of the program. The revised name offers a more accurate and complete degree name indicating that the degree offers a combination of courses normally offered in separate criminology and justice-oriented programs offered at other universities. This change would affect all students currently enrolled in the program.
2.
Changes in Degree Requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Nursing

The Curriculum and Program Review Committee recommends:

that the following three changes be made to the program requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program:
a. the addition of a first year required course: Information and Communication Technology in Health Care (HLSC 1300);

b. the incorporation of Biochemistry for Health Science (BIOL 1810) into Anatomy and Physiology and Pathophysiology courses; and
c. the replacement of a required 2000 level Sociology course by an open elective.

Rationale:

These changes will ensure that the students meet the program’s desired learning outcomes. The addition of HLSC 1300 was based on the observation that first year nursing students all had varying degrees of computer knowledge, electronic research skills, and laptop capabilities. The incorporation of BIOL 1810 would ensure that the clinical applications of biochemistry concepts related to health are discussed and that there is no overlap between the courses. The replacement of the 2000 level Sociology course will offer students an opportunity to expand the breadth of their learning from a number of elective possibilities.
For Information
At its meeting of March 31st, the Committee approved the following:

· Changes in/clarification of existing content for course codes for the Bachelor of Science in Nursing;

· Renaming of degree requirements for Faculty of Health Science programs;
· Changes in course descriptions in Faculty of Health Sciences; and
· New courses in the Faculties Criminology and Justice, Business and Information Technology and Science.
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